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the Bureau of Camp Service in various cantonments and have beon 
classified in the last annual report of the Red Cross as follows: 

1. Distribution of comfort articles, such as sweaters, mufflers, socks 
and comfort kits. 

2. Hospital service, which included (a) ward service, consisting of 
daily visits to patients and rendering services which were not possible 
for the attendiing doctors and aids; (b) convalescent service, which 
consisted of writing and reading facilities, games, and entertainments 
for convaleseent soldiers and sailors; (c) nurses' service, directed to 
adding to tlle comfort of the nurses administering to soldiers and 
sailors; (d) communication service, supplementing the facilities of 
the various Army and Navy hospitals for furnishing information to 
families of soldiers and sailors according to regulations. 

3. Home service, operating in connection with the home service 
sections and Red Cross chapters under the department of civilian 
relief to furnish assistance to families of enlisted men to meet the 
problems arising from diminishing incomes, the care and education 
of children, the solution of household and legal difficulties and unsat- 
isfactory working conditions, and to help in case of loneliness, mental 
depression, or physical disability. 

4. Emergency service, to meet certain emergency situations, such 
as supplementing tlie clothing of soldiers and sailors during extremely 
cold spells. 

5. Miscellaneous, covering a varietv of activities, such as making 
vegetable gardens, furnishing diet kitchens, mending clothes, plant- 
ing lawns and shrlubberies around hospital buildings, making loans 
to soldiers and sailors, conducting Christmas celebrations, et>. 

The American Red Cross, through its vice chairman, Mr. Willoughby 
G. Walling, has heartily concurred in the idea of cooperation, and 
the organization anid direction of the work are being undertaken by 
the department of civilian relief. 

The commissioned medical officers, acting assistant surgeons, and 
others of the Public Health Service concerned, have been instructed 
by the Surgeon General to cooperate with the Red Cross in the per- 
formance of this work and to offer to Red Cross representatives all 
the facilities possible at their stations to properly carry out the pro- 
gram outlined in so far as it is applicable to the hospitals under their 
charge. 

HAS YOUR COMMUNITY A PUBLIC HEALTH NURSE? 

To those who have followed the development of public health work 
in this country it becomes more and more evident that much of the 
progress which has been made is due to the introduction of public 
health nursing as an integral part of public health administration. 
And yet it seems but yesterday when the first nurses were assigned 
to visit tuberculosis patients in their homes, report on the sanitary 
conditions found there, and by practical instruction to the patient 
and his family help combat the spread of the disease to others. 
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The results achieved by this band of pioneers exceeded all expecta- 
tions, so that in a short time it was realized that in no other way 
could the work of public authorities so effectively be brought home 
to the people. 

The reasons for this are not far to seek, for the personal contact 
thus established between the health authorities on the one hand 
and the people on the other is incomparably more effective than any 
other means of promoting health education. 

It would be a long story to describe in detail all the important 
activities now carried on in a modern health department by public 
health nurses. The fact is that the work of these newer recruits to 
the ranks of public health workers has proved invaluable. They 
have studied and reported on the home conditions so frequently 
responsible for disease, discovered unreported cases of infectious dis- 
eases, given practical instruction in tl-he prevention and care of infec- 
tious diseases, collected epidemiological and statistical data, super- 
vised the maintenance of quarantine measures, helped in securing 
proper medical and surgical treatment for the sick; in short, they 
have made possible the practical utilization of valuable medical 
knowledge and experience for the promotion of health and welfare. 

UTnfortunately, a very large number of communities in the United 
States are still without a public health nursing service. It seems not 
to be realized that such a service constitutes a well-paying investment. 
Yet nothing has been more clearly demonstrated. Progressive health 
administrators who have had experience with public health nursing 
are unanimous in praise of the results obtained. 

More than ever before there is great need for additional well-trained 
workers in this field. It is to be hoped the time is not far distant 
when every community throughout the United States will enjoy the 
benefits of a system of public health nursing, for experience has 
demonstrated that this is an invaluable measure for bringing the 
work of the health authorities to the people. 

Why not at once take steps so that your community may enjoy 
the invaluable services of a public health nurse ? 

COURSES IN PUBLIC HEALTH NURSING. 

In response to numerous requests concerning the training of publio 
health nurses, we publish the following list of training courses, com- 
piled by the National Organization for Public Health Nursing. 

Massachusetts: 
8 months' course at Simmons College, 300 Fenway, Boston. Tuition, $80. En- 

trance requirements, high-school graduation and eligibility for National Organ- 
ization for Public Health Nursing. 

4 months' course, Simmons College, 300 Fenway, Boston. Tuition, $20. En- 
trance requirement, eligibility for National Organization for Public Health 
Nursing. 


	Article Contents
	p. 1268
	p. 1269

	Issue Table of Contents
	Public Health Reports (1896-1970), Vol. 34, No. 23 (Jun. 6, 1919), pp. I-IV+1243-1304
	Front Matter [pp. I-IV]
	War Activities of the United States Public Health Service [pp. 1243-1267]
	Cooperation of the Red Cross in Public Health Service Hospitals [pp. 1267-1268]
	Has Your Community a Public Health Nurse? [pp. 1268-1269]
	Courses in Public Health Nursing [pp. 1269-1270]
	Deaths during Week Ended May 24, 1919, in Cities [p. 1271]
	Prevalence of Disease: United States [pp. 1272-1293]
	Prevalence of Disease: Foreign [pp. 1294-1303]



